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More than 2,400 Significant Natural Heritage Areas have been identified by NCNHP as areas important for
conservation of the state’s biodiversity, shown in green on the map below. Protecting these sites is critical for
maintaining the ecological health of our state. While some areas are protected as parks or game lands, about half
have no formal protection and we risk losing them. Highlighted below are five special places now protected and open
to the public. These places represent some of our favorite “Conservation Success Stories.”
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